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By Maurine Bea sley i. 
Washington Post Staff Writer” : a 


_ Although - the. Washington 
area has gone longer this win- i 
ter without measurable snow 
the an at anytime since ¢ 


favor | a snow storm within the 
| next few weeks, , According gto 


“The ‘Beompadt may “ng : 
shudders to motorists. But it 
gladdens the hearts of two so 
ifar unfavored segments: | : 
sellers and snow tire dealers. 
| “I would like to. see. it 
|snow, ” John Gray, public rela: 
|tions director for Toys RUs. 
|stores, ‘Said. ‘Whe ive 
snow we don’t . sell sled 
sled sales” are” down: 50 
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By Ronald Kessler 
~~ Washington Post Staff Writer : 
A Superior Court judge has| 
ordered The Evening Star-| 
‘News to publish for at least a| 
“week a notice saying the news- | 
“paper has been charged in a| 
“class action suit with illegally | 
conspiring to defraud owners | 
“of homes whose mortgages are | 
foreclosed. | 
The suit that prompted the | 
action—described as unusual | 
‘if not unique by legal experts | 
“was filed a year ago by con-| 
‘sumer lawyer Benny L. Kass| 
“On behalf of Dora Parker, a/ 
government employee. and | 
-others allegedly defrauded. 
' .The suit accuses Thomas J. | 
“Owen & Son, Washington’s | 
‘largest. auctioneer of forec-| | 
losed home mortgages, and| | 
‘Adam A: Weschler & Son, an-| | 
ether mortgage auctioneer, of| 
‘illegally — inflating their | 
charges to home owners by ob-| 
taining reimbursement for ads | 
listing the dates of the public, 
‘auctions at a higher rate than| 
~that actually paid by the aucti-| 
.:oneers for the ads. | 
The reimbursement comes| 
“Irem persons whose — houses | 
-are foreclosed. | 
Papers filed with the suit al-| 
‘lege the difference between | 
what home owners pay and| 
‘what the auctioneers pay for| 
‘the ads is 15 per cent to 18 per | 
cent. | & 
~The suit charges The Star-| | 
‘News, where the ads prdaerag 
“with aiding the alleged fraud. | 
"Phe comptal int does not spell | 
out how the paper allegedly | 
“does this, other than to say it, 
‘Sives the auct loneers a dis-’ 
“€ount because they place a j 
‘large number of ads. 4 
A 1971 Washington Pos @ 
‘story quoted Thomas J. Owe: g 
‘the head of the Owen auctio 
company, as saying The si ; 
‘News sends’ him two sets ¢ 4 
bills at. a rates for a‘: 
‘plac ed. “One se | wh oe ( Ow 
“Saic 
as at he igher single- ad rat 
‘The second set, Owen 
“quoted as saying, is the 
“actually paid by Owen and‘ 
‘Tleets a discount the auct 4 
company receives for plac 4% 
a large volume of auction a $ 
; Owen, former president | 
the W ashing gton Board of Re 
tors, is the son Thorntonn 4 
C Iwen, president of Perpet@ 
-Builc ding Association, W: 
ington’s largest savings @ 
loan association. - = 
~The order made this d 
by Judge Eugene N. Oa 
says that Dad suit Wa 
asa class@ 
elass Vill 
years & 
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